Nonpartisan Policy for the League of Women Voters of
Northern Portage County
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The purpose of the League of Women Voters of Northern Portage County is to promote
political responsibility through informed and active participation of citizens in
government. League may take a stand on issues, based on positions that were
developed through member study and consensus, not party alignment.

General Policy

The League of Women Voters of Northern Portage County shall neither
support or oppose any political party or candidate. The League may take
action on governmental issues and policies in the public interest.

League events, SHALL:

Be nonpartisan in their words, actions, and presentation
e Avoid conflicting with League positions at the local, state, and national level
Avoid commenting on behalf of the League unless designated to do so by the

Board President
e Notify the Board President if they seek elected office at any level of government



Guidelines and Restrictions on Board positions

Board members usually have party affiliation and should certainly carry out the
responsibility of every voter in exercising the franchise, including the responsibility to
become informed about candidates.

NPC Board of Directors MAY:

Engage in political activities as an individual, not as representative of the League
Demonstrate support of a candidate or political party, as long as the member’s
League affiliation is not displayed (name tag, League buttons, etc.)

e Sign, but not circulate petitions for candidates
Circulate petitions concerning issues which are in agreement with League
positions, with Board approval

e Attend events to meet candidates, raise funds for them, or otherwise support
candidates or parties; they should avoid wearing League identification at such
events

e Make financial contributions to candidates, political parties, and issues
Serve on public boards, commissions, committees, or coalitions. However, their
participation does not signify support by the League, unless the member is
officially designated as representative of LWV NPC
Run for, or hold an elective nonpartisan office
Hold a nonpartisan appointed office or position
Serve as a poll worker or election judge, with Board approval



NPC President, Voter Service Chair(s) MAY NOT:

Serve in any position in a political party, or as a delegate to a political party

Hold office in another organization that supports or opposes political parties or
candidates

Circulate petitions for a candidate

Attend a fundraiser or make campaign contributions for/to candidates or political
parties

Display campaign materials for a candidate (yard signs, bumper sticker)

Advise or work for a candidate or political party, including contacting voters or
working in a party or campaign committee, event, or office

Publicly demonstrate support for a candidate or party, e.g., be named in
campaign literature, social media, or advertisement

State preferences for parties or candidates in social media, writing, or speech
Serve on a board of directors or in a leadership role in an organization which
endorses candidates

Host, sponsor, or attend campaign events, unless all candidates for an office are
invited (may attend a gathering to meet a candidate)

Join a website designation deemed supportive of a particular candidate

Additional Provisions:

League Observers must refrain from publicly expressing their viewpoint about
any public bodies they observe.

Board members who choose to run for office or take part in other prohibited
partisan activity, should resign or take a leave of absence from the Board, as
soon as they decide such a course of action. The member may take an off-Board
position if there is an activity or project that requires the member’s contribution.
As needed, the vacant position should be filled as soon as possible and the
appointment will be in effect for a period of time determined by the Board. The
resignation should be publicized to members, but written so that it does not
support political endorsement.

Any Board member who does not comply with this policy, may be asked by the
Board to resign.

Political activities of a Board member’s spouse/partner or relative are considered
separate of the political activities of the Board member



e Participation in rallies or protests by members should be decided based on
statements from LWVUS and LWVO for each demonstration, to avoid
compromising the League’s reputation for impartiality.



